THE ST. JOHN MESSENGER
September 2020 Edition

Church Address
13N5353 French Road, Box 85,
Burlington, IL 60109-0085
Telephone: 847-683-2338
Email: stjohnlutheran@foxvalley.net

Church Staff:
Pastor
Rev. Patrick Pinion
Director of Christian Education

Joe Ferwerda, DCE
Organist:
Daniel Jensen

Worship With Us!
All are welcome to join us on
Sunday mornings at 8 & 10:30. We
are following the safety guidelines
that are put out by the government
& health officials to make sure all
are as safe as they can be.
If you are not comfortable joining
us in person. We also Live-Stream
our 8 AM worship service on our
Facebook page and church
website. We post these services to
our YouTube channel shortly after
the service is completed. We are
also recording our services, so if
you would like a physical copy on
DVD let us know!
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A Note From Pastor Pinion
Normally at this time of the year households are getting
ready to get back into the swing of things. Summer
sports are nearing their end. Children are going back to
school. Confirmation class is starting up again.
This year, however, has been anything but normal. With
Covid still running rampant, most children are preparing
to learn online. Some people are still without work. We
are wearing masks when we go out in public.
Even though we, personally, have not been through
anything like this before, the world has. During the
Spanish Flu and the Polio pandemics, churches and
other institutions temporarily closed. People wondered
if things would get back to normal.
We wonder the same things today. While I have faith
that things will eventually return to normal, I cannot
know that for sure. Everything is too uncertain.
(Continue on page 2)
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What I do know is the certainty of God’s love. No matter
what we go through; no matter whether things get back
to normal or not; God will always have mercy on us. He
will always forgive us. He will help us get through this.

Outdoor Worship
Sept. 13th 9 AM
We will be doing a special
outdoor worship service in our
parking lot. Please keep in
mind the time change
because this will be our only
service that week.
We ask that each family bring
their own chairs. We will
continue to live-stream this
service on our Facebook page
and church website.
Also during this service we will
be blessing the backpacks for
those students, teachers, and
anybody else who have gone
back to work and school
recently.

While things are crazy, and your world seems to be
spinning out of control, remember that God is in
control. The certainty of His love can anchor you in a
this difficult time. He might not tell us why all this is
happening, but He will always be there for you. Now,
and into the future.

Financial Update
So far in 2020, we are down about 12% in our giving
compared to 2019 that is about $2,000 a month.
I know with COVID-19 it has been difficult to attend church in
person, but truthfully, we need to all work together to keep
“the doors open and the lights on” for the future of St. John.
Have you taken a look at the online option for giving? It is
really easy.
Visit https://www.stjohnlutheranchurch.com/
give-now.html to learn more.
As another option, I know Old Second (and I’m sure others)
offers way to donate as well, which I can explain if you prefer
to use your own bank.
I so look forward to the day when the pews are full, and the
children are singing. Should you have any questions, please
feel free to ask.
Respectfully,
Jennifer Thompson
Church Treasurer
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Rocky
Railway
Vacation
Bible School
Even though COVID shut many
things done for months, Vacation
Bible School was still able to take
place this past summer. It was
just done a little bit differently.
Instead of having many children
from our congregation and
community running around the
church learning and praising
God, we provided “at home kits”
and YouTube videos for them to
participate from the safety of
their own home. The kits
included coloring pages, the
imagination station materials,
and their daily wristbands to help
them remember the Bible Point
for the day. We praise God that
we assembled enough kits for 50
kids.
Each day the participants were
directed to YouTube where they
were able to watch the videos
that Joe recorded before hand.
Even though this is not the way
we were hoping to hold VBS we
still thank God for the wonderful
ministry this provides!
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Sunday School
Sunday school here at St. John is starting back up during the
month of September. We are still in the process of figuring
out how this will look. Our plan is to hold it “Virtually” just
like we did for Vacation Bible School until we are able to
meet again in our building. We will continue to use the “Dig
In” curriculum that we have been using the last couple of
years.
Keep an eye open to your email for further information on
how Sunday school will be run in the next couple of months.

Confirmation
On Sunday August 16th during the 10:30 worship service we
were finally able to hold our Rite of Confirmation. This
service was originally scheduled in May but like everything
else we needed to reschedule. Seven young adults gave
their statements of faith, made a commitment before God
and their family to remain faithful in the faith that they were
baptized into, and received Holy Communion for the first
time with their parents. Please remember Shamar Allwood,
Jack Garcia, Joryn Kalvin, Marie Pinion, Nicholas Toman, Sara
Toman, and Jillian VanderHeyden in your daily prayers.
Confirmation for this school year will begin on Wednesday
September 30th. Instruction this year will be done with both
classes together, socially distant in the fellowship hall.
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Stay Connected
through
Social Media
You can find all of the latest
information about everything
happening at our church at
www.stjohnlutheranchurch.com

To live stream our weekly worship
service and devotions, you can
like and follow us on our
Facebook page
@StJohnBurlingtonIL

Servers Needed
The church only runs smoothly and healthy when
everybody chips in and performs a task. We are always
looking for more people to help with different ministries
here at St. John. No experience is required, all you need
is a willingness to serve God during the week. Please talk
with Joe or Pastor if you would be interested. We are
always looking for readers, ushers, Sunday school
teachers, mentors, and people willing to help out with
the technology aspect of our worship service. The need
is greater now seeing how some are not yet comfortable
being at church again.

We post all of our worship service,
devotions, and any other events
on our church YouTube page.
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCtPtXZKZNU4OZFaP3CLuMgg?

“Give - Now”
Electronic Giving Program
We want to give everybody a chance to give even when
they are not able to be with us for worship. Our new
electronic giving is a convenient, easy way to support our
General Fund. You can give anywhere, any time from
your computer, smartphone, or tablet. All you have to do
is go to www.stjohnlutheranchurch.com/give-now. From
there you are able to sign up to make a reoccurring gift
weekly, monthly, quarterly, or even yearly.
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Frequency Youth Retreat
The end of July, eleven youth and three adults headed up to Conference Point Center on the
shore of Lake Geneva, WI for retreat filled of fun and Christian growth. The program we studied
was entitled “Frequency” and we talked about how in a world full of distractions we need to make
sure we tune into God’s frequency. God is our good shepherd and as his sheep, we should be
only listening to his voice.
Also during this retreat we had plenty of fun. We played a variety of screen games before our
sessions, we played “Ga-Ga Ball” and Mafia, swam on the beach and went on an hour and a half
banana boat ride where we had to hold on with all of our might so we wouldn’t get tossed into the
water. Check out our pictures below. Everybody had a wonderful time and plans are already
being made to do it again next summer!
Plans are now being made for how we will be doing youth group in the fall. Pay attention to
Facebook, our website, emails, and texts for all the fun possibilities for the youth group to
participate in. We are also in the process of creating a youth ministry board that will help Joe and
other adults plan activities and study opportunity.
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Burlington/Hampshire Food Pantry Update
The month of August we served 28 families which is 109 people. Items we are short on are: dish
detergent, pasta & rice side pkgs. instant mashed potatoes, variety boxed potatoes, adult cereals,
variety crackers, cookies & hamburger helper.
Accepting donation on Sat. Sept. 5 10 :00 - Noon at the Pantry and the Sunday before distribution
from 10:00 - Noon. Monetary donations may be mailed to Burlington/Hampshire Area Food Pantry
P.O. Box 651 Hampshire, IL 60140. If you have any questions please call Dorothy @847-683-3071.
Next distribution is Monday Sept. 21 8:30 - 10:00 A.M. and Saturday Sept. 26 11:00 - 12:30 P.M. at
147 Mill Ave. Hampshire.

Worship Technology Enhancements!
It doesn’t matter wether you have been worshiping with us in person at the church or online
through the live-stream or replay on YouTube. You have noticed some changes to how worship
has looked since the start of COVID-19 way back in March. When we first started the live-stream
we were using very simple technology. We were using Joe’s iPhone for the video and a small
projector and screen for the words. The last couple months we have really stepped up our game
to make the worship experience better for everybody.
We have a large 125 in screen hanging on the wall, a 4K projector, which was donated in memory
of Marita Knief. A live-stream camera, which was donated in memory of Juanita Crome and others.
And a computer up in the balcony to run everything. These new pieces of technology makes it
easier to see and hear the services online and makes it easier to follow along with the service in
the sanctuary. Also with this equipment we are able to live-stream and record special services like
baptisms, confirmation, and the Sunday school Christmas Program. It also was very helpful when
we were recording everything for Vacation Bible School. We are looking for people to help run
this technology during worship so if this is something you are interested in please speak with Joe.
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Birthday’s

Baptism Birthday’s

2nd - Salvador Garcia & Tenley Moore

1st - James Haberkost, Stephanie Maerzke,
Rod Miller & Jeff Moerke

3rd - Mary Stojan

4th - Deb Twenhafel

4th - Bradley Beach & Willard Lenschow

7th - Virgil Vogel

5th - Fredrick Marwig

10th - Mandi Paddock

9th - Tyler Paddock & Seth Rindner

13th - Samuel Gomoll, Britany Goodman &
Andrew Kerwin

10th - Mark Corrado & Delores Holcomb
11th - Martin Boor
13th - Margene Becker & Daniel Neisendorf

15th - Willard Lenschow & Benjamin
Sepanik

16th - Emmitt Heinz & Shelly Wesemann

17th - Meghan Timke & Monica Timke

17th - Jennifer Garcia, Johnny O’Hara & William Roberts

24th - Erik Carlson

20th - Sarah Carlson & Susan Soderlund

25th - Cole Follman, Miranda Follman, Jack
Garcia, & Daniel Jensen

21st

- Titus Fazel & Janet Roush

26th - Tyler Koppie, Laurie Soderlund & Lindsey Sunderlage

26th - Alexis Rennerfeldt

27th - Christine Akins, Nathan Brost, & Wade Holcomb

28th - Christina Boggs, Carson Edwards,
Cara Olson, Jake Olson, & Lauren Olson

28th - Vincent Wagner

29th - Fredrick Marwig

29th - Mary Montano
30th - Brittany Stumpf

Wedding Anniversaries
6th - Steven & Kaye Meyer
7th - Jon & Marla Millen
8th - William & Tammy Edwards
10th - Theodore & Susan Koppie
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12th - Matthew & Carolyn Brener
13th - Ryan & Sharon Kriegel
17th - Jacob & Erin Ziller
18th - Mike & Donna Austin
26th - Glenn & Lorraine Lenschow
29th - Dan & Noelle Landwehr
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Those Who Are Serving In September
Date

Elder

9/6 - 8:00

Usher

Acolyte

Reader

Technology

Russ Boggs

Braeden
Tiedt

Nora
Thompson

Mike Tiedt

9/6 - 10:30

Ernie
Soderlun

Diana
Chartier

Taylor Engel Marie Pinion Joe
Ferwerda

9/13 - 9:00

All Elders

Dave Farran

Brooke
Vonderlack

Share Farran Joe
Ferwerda

9/20 - 8:00

Tom Toman

Jamie
Herrmann

Wyatt
Roberts

Jamie
Herrmann

Mike Tiedt/
Nick Toman

9/20 - 10:30

Caleb Kittel

Braeden
Kittel

Autumn
Kriegel

Jeanette
Pinion

Joe
Ferwerda

Dorothy
Paddock

Lexi Green

Jan Maas

Mike Tiedt/
Alexis
Rennerfeldt

Derrick
Henning

Emme
Garcia

Autumn
Kriegel

Joe
Ferwerda/
Jack Garcia

9/27 - 8:00

9/27 - 10:30

Sal Garcia

If you are unable to elder, usher, acolyte, read, or assist with the worship technology
on the Sunday you are scheduled, it is your responsibility to find somebody else to
take your place. Please let Joe know who you have switched with so he can make
the proper changes to the schedule.
Elders and ushers should be at church a half hour before the service. Acolytes and
Technology should be at church 15 minutes before the service.
Please make sure you are dressed respectfully. Remember that you are serving in
God’s house. Please do not wear flip flops, shorts, short skirts, or tennis shoes when
you are serving.
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