
A Note From Pastor Pinion 
Sometimes it can be difficult to see the presence and 
activity of God, especially in today’s world.  Between the 
astounding number of natural disasters – Covid-19, 
earthquakes, forest fires, hurricanes, tornados - and 
human tragedies – shootings, terrorist attacks, parents 
abandoning children, war – God either seems to have 
abandoned us, or incapable of helping us. 

Keeping the faith can be challenging in today’s world.  
Yet that is precisely what we need to do.  Trust in God.  
He will not necessarily stop all of the tragedies in our 
lives, but he will see us through him.  He promises to 
take us away from all of the heartache and pain.  He 
promises us a place in heaven where we will always 
have perfect joy and peace, and where we will never 
hurt each other again. 

In the midst of the sometimes horror of this world, 
where can we find God?  We find him where he has 
promised to be – in his Word; in the Sacrament.  We 
may or may not see him in the events of this world.  We 
will always find him in the Bible; in the bread and the 
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wine.  There we discover his promises – to always love 
and forgive us, and to someday take us to paradise. 

God will never abandon us.  He will always help 
us.  Perhaps not in the ways we want him to, but in the 
ways that he knows are best.  Simply trust in that.  Even 
though you may not see him, you will know that he is 
always there.  

October Financial Update 
It was great to see so many faces at the two outdoor services 
held in September.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the message, 
the music, and the weather.   Thank you to everyone who is 
being diligent about keeping up with your weekly 
donations.   Our church budget for 2020 has been scaled 
back as much as possible.   We need to average $3000-
$4000 a week to cover our costs, promote our ministries, 
and keep the doors open.  We are falling short of this goal 
right now.  If you are interested in learning about an auto pay 
option to help keep your donations consistent, please call or 
text me at 630-476-0311.     I’m here to help.   Each of us 
attends church (whether in person or online) for different 
reasons.   I like to tell people I go to be re-centered.   It helps 
me focus on the many blessings in my life, and gives me the 
strength to go out each week and try to make a difference.  
May you all reflect on the reason you attend – and use that to 
help us proceed thru the coming months! 

Respectfully, 
  
Jennifer Thompson 
Church Treasurer 
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Giving Back To 
Our Lord 

We want to give everybody a 
chance to give back to God in 
whatever way is easiest for 
their family.  

If you worship with us in 
person please leave it in the 
offering plate as you enter the 
sanctuary.  

If you would like to mail your 
offering please mail it to PO 
Box 85 Burlington, IL 60109.  
Please remember to write your 
offering number on your 
check so that you receive 
credit on your account. 

Even when they are not able to 
be with us for worship. Our 
new electronic giving is a 
convenient, easy way to 
support our General Fund. You 
can give anywhere, any time 
f r o m y o u r c o m p u t e r , 
smartphone, or tablet.  All you 
h a v e t o d o i s g o t o 
www.stjohnlutheranchurch.co
m/give-now.   From there you 
are able to sign up to make a 
reoccur r ing g i f t week ly, 
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Sunday School 
Our weekly lesson are posted in a “Bitmoji classroom” that 
allows the children to interact and find a Bible Story, object 
lesson, craft, and other elements to enhance the lesson for 
the week.  There will be even skits performed by Pastor and 
Joe!  A link to the classrooms are emailed out to parents each 
week. If you would like to receive these lessons please contact 
DCE Joe Ferwerda and he will add you to the list! 

During the month of October we will looking at different 
parables that Jesus told. 

October 4 - Parable of the Sower 

October 11 - Parable of the Lost Sheep 

October 18 - Parable of the Good Samaritan  

October 25 - Pumpkin Parables!

Adult Bible Study 
We have kicked off another year of Adult Bible study for the 
year.   Our studies so far are based off of the book Five Signs 
Of A Loving Family by Gary Chapman. Discover the 
characteristics common to all healthy families, and learn how 
you can instill them in your own home.   

Each study will be led by Pastor Pinion and posted on our 
Facebook and YouTube page around 9:15 Sunday morning 
for you to watch at your convince.  

You can find all of the latest 
information about everything 
happening at our church at 

www.stjohnlutheranchurch.com  

To live stream our weekly worship 
service and devotions, you can like 

and follow us on our Facebook 
page @StJohnBurlingtonIL  

We post all of our worship service, 
devotions, and any other events on 

our church YouTube page. 
www.youtube.com/channel/ 

UCtPtXZKZNU4OZFaP3CLuMgg?  

Stay Connected 
With Us Through 

Social Media



 

 October Youth Event! 
Sunday October 18th 

All youth from grades 7th through high school and their friends 
and family are welcome to join us for this fun, fall, outdoor 
event.    We will be traveling to Richardson’s Adventure Farm in 
Spring Grove, IL.   We will be going through their corn maze 
which they claim to be the “World’s Largest, & Most Intricate”. 
Each year they have a new theme and this year it is celebrating 
the 50th anniversary of Earth Day.   Richardson’s prides itself in 
the many COVID Protocols that they are taking to keep their 
guest safe.   We will follow our protocols as well and make sure 
people are washing their hands frequently and wearing our 
masks. 

We will be leaving church by 12 PM and returning in the 
evening.   Cost is $20 per person per person.  Extra will be 
needed if you wanted to get something from the snack stands.   
Please make sure you eat lunch before we leave church! 

If you are interested in going please speak with Joe so that we 
make sure we have enough drivers! 
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Confirmation  
Another Confirmation year has started!  We 
meet from 6:30 - 7:30 every Wednesday 
evening.  Because of our numbers we are able 
to social distance in the fellowship hall. If youth 
do not feel comfortable learning in person we 
also broadcast it on 
Zoom and post each 
lesson on YouTube 
after. Pastor and Joe 
switch off teaching 
the lessons.

Youth Bible Study  
All youth are invited to join Melissa O’Hara and 
Joe for a weekly Bible study.   We are looking at 
either a contemporary song that can be heard on 
the radio or a Christian song.   We will then do a 
Bible study and fun games focused around the 
theme.  Each study is posted online and then we 
meet over Zoom on Sunday morning at 9:15 for a 
short discussion.    

October 4 - “Miracle” by Tauren Wells        
October 11 - “Never Alone” by Tori Kelly.   

October 18 - “Everywhere” by Mark Schultz 
October 25 - “Miracles” by Newsboys



Burlington/Hampshire Food Pantry Update 
The month of September we served 29 families which is 109 
people.  We pre-picked the carts by a small group of shoppers.  
Clients drive up and food is loaded in their cars.  Everybody 
wears mask and try to be careful. Items we are short on are: 
cookies, cake mixes, variety crackers, cereals, instant potatoes, 
pasta side pkgs, deodorants and dish soaps. 

Donations may be dropped off at the Pantry on the first 
Saturday of the month from 10 - noon.  Or the Sunday before 
the third Monday from 9 - noon.  Any help you can give is 
greatly appreciated. Monetary donations may be mailed to 
Burlington/Hampshire Area Food Pantry P.O. Box 651 
Hampshire, IL 60140.    

We Worshiped Outdoors! 
The weather was perfect for us to bring our worship out to our parking lot twice during the month 
of September!  We worshiped our Lord with our Contemporary Worship music.  We did a 
backpack blessing at the service on September 13th.   At both of the services we were able to 
reconnect with member that we have not seen in worship since the start of COVID in March and 
April.  Our attendance were over 70 each time.   Even though we were socially distant from each 
other we were able to raise our voices as one up to our Lord.   Some member parked behind the 
worship area so that they could worship from their vehicles and others still joined us on the live-
stream.  

Thank you to Boom Blakz (local DJ and father to one of our youth) for helping us with the sound 
equipment so that our neighbors were able to worship with us as well.   We were also grateful to 
Zion Lutheran Church in Marengo for letting us borrow some of their risers so we could have a 
nice worship area that put us high enough off the ground so that everybody could see. 

It is safe to say that these worship times were a big success that brought a little normalcy to this 
crazy time and we are for surely going to do it again next spring and summer! 
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New Email Communication Coming Soon! 
We have been told that a lot of the communication that comes from the church like the weekly 
bulletin, monthly newsletter, and other mass and group emails are either going directly to 
people’s spam folder or being blocked all together.   In order to fix that, we are switching how we 
send out those types of emails.  Joe has been using software called “Flocknote” for almost two 
years for all of the youth group, Confirmation, and Sunday school emails, so we are going to give 
that a try for this as well.  This also includes the option to text out announcements so that you can 
get alerted that way as well.  

We will start by inputting the information from the yellow contact information update sheets that 
were filled out in the start of 2020 and go from there. What that means for you?   Nothing!   
Hopefully you will receive our emails again so that you can stay informed with everything going 
on.  So keep an eye out in your inbox and please let Joe know if you still continue to not get our 
emails on a more regular basis.

DID YOU KNOW YOU 
CAN DIRECT YOUR 

THRIVENT CHOICE 
DOLLARS TO OUR 

CHURCH? 
The Thrivent Choice® program encourages benefit 
members to recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes an amount of its charitable grant 
funds. Members make this recommendation by directing Choice Dollars to enrolled nonprofit 
organizations, including St. John. Contact your local Thrivent representative to get started or for 
more information.
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Birthday’s 

2nd - Oliver Corcoran & Jolea Kalvin 

3rd - Sophie Holtz 

5th - McKenzie Rasmussen 

6th - James O’Hara 

7th - Patrick Beach 

8th - James Becker & Antonio Rivera 

11th - Joey O’Hara 

12th - Rebekah Haberkost 

13th - Sienna Keenan 

16th - Brian Borcherding, Alison Pinion, & Amy Tiedt 

17th - Russ Boggs 

18th - Roger Pollock 

19th - Emma Corrado & Luis Martinez 

20th - Nicholas Toman & Sara Toman 

21st  - Alice Brener 

22nd - Kaylie Ackmann

Baptism Birthday’s 

6th - Lydia Follman & Benjamin Koppie 

8th - Ashlynn Rothecker 

9th - Joshua Miller 

14th - Braeden Tiedt 

15th - Wyatt Roberts 

17th - Jennifer Garcia 

19th - Marla Millen 

22nd - Jolea Kalvin & Joryn Kalvin 

25th - Madalyn Decker & Morgan Decker 

Wedding Anniversaries 

2nd - Mark & Tamara Stanley   27 years 

5th - Gregory & Alicia Moore   13 years 

11th - Joseph & Julia Ferwerda  12 years 

11th - Thomas & Peggy Toman   23 years
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Date Elder Usher Acolyte Reader Technology

10/4 - 8:00 Tom 
Toman

Russ Boggs Braeden 
Tiedt

Joe 
Ferwerda

Mike Tiedt/
Nick Toman

10/4 - 10:30 TBD Diana 
Chartier

Taylor Engel Marie Pinion Joe 
Ferwerda

10/11 - 8:00 Fred Cleek Dorothy 
Paddock

Brooke 
Vonderlack

Jan Maas Mike Tiedt/
Alexis 

Rennerfeldt

10/11 - 10:30 Caleb 
Kittel

Braeden 
Kittel

Autumn 
Kriegel

Jeanette 
Pinion

Joe 
Ferwerda

10/18 - 8:00 Tom 
Toman

Jamie 
Herrmann

Wyatt 
Roberts

Jamie 
Hermann

Nick Toman

10/18 - 10:30 Sal Garcia Diana 
Chartier

Emme 
Garcia

Joe 
Ferwerda

Joe 
Ferwerda/

Jack Garcia

10/25 - 8:00 Fred Cleek Dave Farran Lexi Green Shar Farran Mike Tiedt/
Alexis 

Rennerfeldt

10/25 - 10:30 Ernie 
Soderland

Derrick 
Henning

Taylor Engel Alison 
Pinion

Joe 
Ferwerda

Those Who Are Serving In October

If you are unable to elder, usher, acolyte, read, or assist with the worship technology 
on the Sunday you are scheduled, it is your responsibility to find somebody else to 
take your place.  Please let Joe know who you have switched with so he can make 
the proper changes to the schedule.  

Elders and ushers should be at church a half hour  before the service.  Acolytes and 
Technology should be at church 15 minutes before the service. 

Please make sure you are dressed respectfully.  Remember that you are serving in 
God’s house.  Please do not wear flip flops, shorts, short skirts, or tennis shoes when 
you are serving. 



 
What a glorious morning at St. John when we all got to 
worship together outside!  I have missed you all so 
much.  Loved getting all the pets and kisses.  

I got to visit two schools.  I visited the preschool 
students at St. Charles Borromeo in Hampshire.  Sure 
loved being with the kids!

I also comforted staff at Prairie Ridge High School in 
Crystal Lake with 3 of my Comfort Dog buddies.  I 
really enjoyed seeing the buses and getting to greet 
special need students who were leaving for the day.   


