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THE ST. JOHN MESSENGER
March 2022 Edition

Church Address

13N5353 French Road, Box 85, 
Burlington, IL 60109-0085 

Telephone: 847-683-2338 

Email: stjohnlutheran@foxvalley.net

Church Staff

Pastor 
Rev. Patrick Pinion 

Director of Christian Education  
Joe Ferwerda, DCE 

Organist: 

Daniel Jensen

A Note From Our Pastor
Two years ago around this time, churches were 
scrambling to figure out how to continue to serve God’s 
people during a spreading pandemic. One year ago, 
churches were trying to figure out how to serve God’s 
people who were divided over the proper way to deal 
with the pandemic. This year we finally get to figure out 
how to get back to normal. 

We do not know how this is going to work, or what it is 
going to look like. What we do know is that we have 
Jesus Christ on our side. The one who travelled all the 
way to the cross knows the pains and difficulties we 
have experienced. The one who rose from the dead is 
going to help us through this process. 

We will need a little bit of patience, and a lot of 
forgiveness. It is fitting that at the beginning of Spring, 
when plants are starting to sprout and birds are 
starting to come back, we are getting a fresh start.   

(Continue on Page 2) 

Midweek Lent 
Worship 

All are welcome to join us 
Wednesday evenings at 7 PM for 
our Midweek Lent Worship 
either in person or via live-
stream on Facebook or on our 
website.  Our sermon series this 
year will be Pastor talking about 
the di f ferent pa r ts of the 
“Aaronic” blessing and what it 
means for our lives today.
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Many of us struggled the past two years, perhaps with 
depression, or anger. Quite a few stopped coming to 
church, or being involved with a lot of the normal 
activities of their lives. 

Now is the time to put that behind us. It is time to get 
back to normal. It will not be easy, but few things that 
are necessary are. We are here to help you. More 
importantly, Jesus is here to help you. We look forward 
to seeing you back in church.

A Return To In 
Person Worship!

Now that the state of Illinois 
has relaxed some of its Covid 
requirements, we would like to 
p e r s o n a l l y e x t e n d a n 
i n v i ta t i o n t o a l l o f o u r 
members and any visitors, to 
please consider coming back 
to church either at the 8:00 or 
10:30 service.   

When it comes to masks we 
ask that you do whatever feels 
comfortable for your and your 
family.  We are still practicing 
social distancing as much as 
possible, and have hand 
sanitizer and masks available 
at the front door, along with 
individua l factory sea led 
communion wafers and wine 
for you. 

I f you prefer t radit iona l 
communion, that is being 
p e r f o r m e d w i t h s o c i a l 
distancing in mind.  We ask 
that you come up to the altar 
with your family, and stand 
approximately 6 feet apart 
from the family next to you.   

We would really love to see 
you back in church!

Pastor Pinion & Director of Christian Education Joe 
Ferwerda has provided a personal devotional book for 
our families to read and study at home.   

The devotions are from the book “Witnesses to Christ” 
which goes through the Gospel of John and paints a 
stunning portrait of Jesus, who is the great of life and our 
glorious Savior.  The devotion series started on Ash 
Wednesday and end on Easter morning.  Each day 
provides a verse from the Gospel of John, a short one 
page message, and a prayer. 

There are a couple copies of this book that families can 
pick up outside of the church office. Joe is also live-
streaming these short 5 minute devotions everyday on 
our Facebook page.  If you would like to find recordings 
of these devotions you visit https://www.facebook.com/
StJohnBurlingtonIL/live_videos/ 

We pray that these short devotions will guide you along 
your journey to the cross!

Congregational-Wide  
Lent Devotions

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnBurlingtonIL/live_videos/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnBurlingtonIL/live_videos/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnBurlingtonIL/live_videos/
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We are once again updating our church member 
contact information.  There are forms in the narthex for 
you to check to make sure we have the correct 
information.   If anything needs updating you can 
change it right on the sheet.   If we don’t have your 
information there will be a black form for you to fill out 
so that you can be added to the list. 
If you normally do not attend church in person you can 
email your contact information to Sue Soderlund at 
susan.soderlund@gmail.com and she will make sure it 
gets updated or added! 

Update Your Contact Information!

Thrivent Choice Dollars Are Needed 
For those of you who have a Thrivent account, please note that you can request your 
matching dollars to go to the general fund here at St. John Lutheran Church.  These 
dollars are very much in need, and are greatly appreciated.  Please contact your local 
representative if you have any questions regarding how to donate this money to St. John.

Do You Have A Key To The Church?
We are asking all congregation members who have a keys to the 
church, and are not currently serving on a board, to kindly return 
those keys to the church office.  You can give them to Joe Ferwerda 
or Sue Soderlund.  Please return all keys as soon as possible.   
Thank you!

mailto:susan.soderlund@gmail.com
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All Youth and their friends are welcome to join us at every event.   We gather 
for a time of faith, fellowship & fun!   We play games, eat snacks, and do a 
Bible Study or devotion.   Any questions about any youth activities talk with 
Director of Christian Education Joe Ferwerda.

Upcoming Meetings 
Board of Church Elders:    

Wednesday Evening March 16th  
at 8 PM in Fellowship Hall. 

Church Council Meeting:   
Wednesday Evening March 23rd  
at 8 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

Please make every attempt to attend 
these meeting, as we are in the process of 
planning great things for St. John in 2022

Parking Lot Fund 
The Parking Lot Fund is up and running!  
Estimates for this endeavor will be 
obtained in the spring, but we are 
currently accepting donations. Please 
prayerfully consider making a donation to 
this fund.   
The parking lot is in great need of 
maintenance.  This is not only for the 
esthetic purposes, but also for the safety of 
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