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When Corey was younger a favorite book of ours was “I
Organist:

Love You So....”. This book puts into words the often

Daniel Jensen

indescribable quality of boundless, steady, and
unconditional love. This comforting story embraces the

February Events
2/6 - Scout Sunday
2/9 - Board of Elder’s Meeting
2/18 - Trivia Night 2022
2/23 - Church Council Meeting

reader like a warm hug and it gently reassures a child
that love is forever — despite grouchy moods or physical
separation. The book starts and ends the same way.
The pages shows word bubbles of a conversation
between a child and a parent. They read: “I Love you.”
How Much?” SO much.” “How much is SO?” “Way, WAY
more than you know.”
Being a father of 2 for over eight years now, I understand this love completely. The love I have for both
Corey and Abby will never end. It doesn’t matter what
they have done (I would be lying if I say that if they do
something they are not supposed to do, I am not mad,
because believe me I am) or what kind of mood that I
am in. My love for both of them will never, ever will go
away.
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Giving Back To
Our Lord
We want to give everybody a
chance to give back to God in
whatever way is easiest for
their family.
If you worship with us in
person please leave it in the
offering plate as you enter the
sanctuary.
If you would like to mail your
offering please mail it to PO
Box 85 Burlington, IL 60109.
Please remember to write your
offering number on your check
so that you receive credit on
your account.
Even when they are not able
to be with us for worship. Our
new electronic giving is a
convenient, easy way to
support our General Fund. You
can give anywhere, any time
f rom your computer,
smartphone, or tablet. All you
have to do is go to
www.stjohnlutheranchurch.co
m/give-now. From there you
are able to sign up to make a
re o cc u rri n g g i f t we e k l y,
monthly, quarterly, or yearly.

That book I read to Corey multiple nights in a row is a
great reminder for us. The book talks about boundless,
stead, and unconditional love. No matter what we do,
or how many times we do wrong, or what kind of mood
we are in currently, God will ALWAYS love us. No matter
what! That conversation could be between us and God.
“I Love you.” “How much?” “SO much.” “How much is
So?” Way, WAY more than you know. I sent my son to
pay the punishment for your sins, so that you may live
with me for eternity.”
My hope and prayer for you and your family as we
draw closer to the most somber time of the church
year is simple. That you never forget how much God
loves and cares for you.
- Joe Ferwerda, DCE

Stay Connected To Us
Through Social Media
You can nd all of the latest information about
everything happening at our church at
www.stjohnlutheranchurch.com
To live stream our weekly worship service and devotions,
you can like and follow us on our Facebook page
@StJohnBurlingtonIL
We post all of our worship service, devotions, and any
other events on our church YouTube page.
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCtPtXZKZNU4OZFaP3CLuMgg?

fi

The Messenger: February 2022

2

Congregational Chairperson Update
On Sunday January 30th, the rst voter's meeting of the new year was held. I'ld like to
thank everyone who came to the meeting. It was a great turnout.
2021 meeting minutes from October and December were approved, along with the year
end nancial statement. The addition of a new Member was also approved.
New business also included a discussion regarding the establishment of a fund to make
the necessary repairs to our parking lot. This was approved by the voters. Details regarding
the amount of work needed for the repairs and the cost estimates will be forthcoming in
the spring. The fund has a received a tentative donation from the ladies aid society. We
will post a board in the narthex outlining how the fund is progressing. Please consider
making a contribution to this fund and the much needed repairs, along with your regular
donation to the church.
Our next church council meeting will be Wednesday February 23rd at 7 PM in the
fellowship hall.
In Christ,
Sue soderlund

Sunday School Update
Our Sunday school program has been meeting in person every week. We have been
averaging about 6 children each week. The month of February we start a new quarter of
curriculum from the program of Dig IN from Group Publlishing. The theme for this quarter
is how do we t into God’s family? Each week we gather together for an opening that
includes music, discussion questions, and a talk about video in the church sanctuary. After
they head to the fellowship hall where they learn the lesson of the day that is followed up
by an object lesson, game, or craft. All children that are in preschool through grade 6 are
welcome join us from 9:15 to 10:15 am every week.
Lessons for the month of February
February 6 - Jesus Instructs His Followers
February 13 - The Church Is born
February 20 - The Church Builds Community
February 27 - The Church Reaches Out
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Hello everyone! It is so good to talk to you again. Things have
been kind of different lately. I got back to a lot of my regular visits in
2010 in the fall. I got to go back to schools and Deer Path and I got to
go out on requests from Lutheran Church Charities again. My handlers
did make the decision to focus on requests close to home. We did go
on a few visits further away when the reason was compelling. As the
winter went on, my handlers made a hard decision to keep me very close
to home. With the surge on the virus, it was for the protection of the
humans rather than the dog. We are planning to start venturing out
again and praying that nothing happens to change those plans.
I did go on a very important comforting mission right here in
Hampshire. There was a very tragic industrial accident at W.R.
Meadows, Inc. where several of our church members are employed. On
January 28, Britta, Eunice and I went and comforted the workers in
the plant and those who work in the office. We were greeted with so
much love! Some of the people we visited said that we made it the
best day to go to work ever. Our handlers were also asked if Britta,
Eunice and I could go home with them. I cannot remember having a
happier or a more receptive visit. I know that we brought smiles and
truly moments of happiness to the co-workers and friends of the two
gentlemen who were involved in the accident.
As always, thank you all for the love and support you have given
me these past eleven years of my service in St. John.
Love from Adeena
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ADEENA, BRITTA and EUNICE comforting at W.R. Meadows, Inc.
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